
From: Eric Allmon <eallmon@txenvirolaw.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2021 11:35 AM 
To: Ryland, Renea <Ryland.Renea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Rick Lowerre <rl@lf-lawfirm.com>; Bennett, Craig <cbennett@jw.com>; Rhem, 
Ben <brhem@jw.com> 
Subject: Additional Information on PCCA Harbor Island Process Wastewater 
 
  
 
Renea, 
 
  
 
Attached are a few documents to follow up on our conversation. 
 
  
 
One is the instruction for the Major/Minor worksheet.  You will note that on 
page 2 this describes  "Type II" wastewater types as including "process 
wastewaters".  Neither Type I wastewater nor Type III wastewaters include 
"process wastewater."  All waters listed in these instructions for Type I and 
Type III are characterized as not including water containing contaminants 
from industrial process.  Type I and Type III waters are things like non-
contact cooling water, boiler blowdown, sanitary wastewater and 
uncontaminated surface runoff.  Contrary to this, TCEQ categorized the PCCA 
discharge as "Type III" wastewater.    
 
  
 
Another attached document is a 2011 EPA technical report on Drinking Water 
Treatment Plants.  (The Port's application says that the plant is to produce 
potable water.  So, this technical report is directly applicable).  At page 
4-1, this states that Water Treatment Plants may be authorized to discharge 
"process wastewater (i.e. residuals)" via individual permit or general 
permit.  The wastewater at issue at the PCCA HI facility includes residuals 
from the water treatment process.  Thus, this guidance is confirmation that 
the wastewater discharged from the PCCA facility is properly considered 
"process wastewater," which accordingly should have been considered "Type II" 
wastewater in the Major/Minor analysis.   
 
  
 
I'm also attaching copies of the Technical review by EPA Region 2 for the 
Guaynabo water treatment plant, and the final permit for that facility.  At 
page 1-2, the technical evaluation for this permit references "process 
residuals." The consideration of this permit by EPA is an example of an 
instance where the treatment of water to produce potable water was considered 
an industrial process that resulted in the production of process wastewater.   
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Eric Allmon 
 
Attorney 
 
Perales, Allmon & Ice, P.C. 
 
1206 San Antonio St. 
 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
(512) 469-6000 (p) 
 
(512) 482-9346 (f) 
 
  
 
NOTICE: This and any attached documents are intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom this is addressed and may contain information 
that is privileged, confidential, or work product and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or agent thereof, 
any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is 
strictly prohibited, and you are hereby requested to telephone the sender 
immediately of the error and to delete this message and attached documents 
and destroy any printed copies thereof. Thank you. 
 
 


